
 

Johnston County Industries, Yes I Can Program youth, David Vega (left), asked questions 
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to enter the law-enforcement field. 

Captain Chris Strickland took questions from David Vega during a job shadowing activity. 

Yes I Can youth participated in job shadowing in collaboration with the National Job 

Shadowing Day. Captain Strickland gave David some valuable information about the first 

steps to take in order to enter the law enforcement field. The Captain also shared his 

ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

The Yes I Can program serves youth 16-21 years of age focusing on education and 

employment. The program works with youth to assist them with overcoming barriers in 

order achieve educational and employment goals. The outcome is that these youth 

continue to be active, positive members of our local community. Youth participants 

must meet the program requirements of being federally low-income and have at least 

one barrier. Being enrolled into the Yes I Can program, David has worked hard in GED 

class and is currently finalizing his requirements to obtain his GED. Reflecting upon his 
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shadowing opportunity was very informative and it gave David some goals to work 
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Crystal Odom, a Yes I Can Program participant, job shadowed at Johnston County 

Youth Services in Smithfield.  /ǊȅǎǘŀƭΩǎ future goal is to one day work in the 

counseling field. Director of Johnston County Youth Services, Debra Bolin, met 

with Crystal as a part of Johnston County Industries, Yes I Can program job 

shadowing activity.  This was in conjunction with the National Job Shadowing Day. 

Crystal was given a tour of Johnston Youth Services, as well has learned valuable 

information about the services that are offered there. Crystal spoke with 

counselors to get an idea of what they do and what it takes to get into the 

counseling field. Youth from Johnston County Youth Services spoke to Crystal 

about how they had been impacted by the program and it inspired Crystal to work 

in the human services field. Crystal stated, ά¢ƘŜȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

and troubled youth who need support and guidance.  It was a wonderful 

experience and the people that I have met today are people I feel I wanted to 
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Dean Locke, Chelsea McLean, Will Roland, owner of First Impressions (R to L) 

Chelsea McLean, a Yes I Can program participant, job shadowed at First 

Impressions Tattoo parlor in Smithfield. Will Roland and Dean Locke met with 

Chelsea as a part of Johnston County Industries, Yes I Can program job shadowing 

activity.  This was in conjunction with the National Job Shadowing Day. The owner 

Will Roland has been in the tattoo business for 20 years and owner of First 

Impressions for 15 years.  After a question and answer session, Chelsea and Will 

were in agreement that tattooing would be a great opportunity for Chelsea 

because her love for art and creativity.   

Dean Locke, full time tattoo artist at First Impressions, shared his passion for art 

and the creativity involving in tattooing.  Will and Dean gave Chelsea great insight 

on a path to obtaining her career goals. Will, the owner would like to help Chelsea 

reach her goals. When Chelsea gets her GED he would like to award Chelsea with 

a $50.00 discount off any tattoo of her choice and help her get started in her 

career.       



 

Jim Hartman, manager of Carolina Barbecue in Selma, with Parkell Martin (R to L) 

Parkell Martin, a Yes I Can program participant, job shadowed at Carolina 

Barbecue in Selma. Jim Hartman met with Parkell as a part of Johnston County 

Industries, Yes I Can program job shadowing activity.  This was in conjunction with 

the National Job Shadowing Day. This was a great experience for Parkell, whose 

goal is to work in the food service industry.  Parkell is currently enrolled in the Yes 

I Can program and is working towards completing his GED. Last summer, Parkell 

gained some valuable experience as he participated in Johnston County Industries 

Summer Works program. As a result of this program, he was placed at Parkside 

Café in Pine Level, where he was able to work for 8 weeks and obtain some 

hands-on experience. Parkell stated that he was very thankful for the job 

shadowing opportunity and looks forward to more employment and networking 

opportunities with the Yes I Can program. Harlan Daniels, Yes I Can program 

ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ Mr. Hartman and Carolina Barbecue for 

giving Parkell this experience. It has been a pleasure collaborating with him and 

building a community relationship between the Yes I Can program and Carolina 
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